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chose que I'on puisse considérer comme une aspiration originaire).
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[1] This essay was originally delivered, in shorter form, as the Raymond Williams Lecture at

Cambridge University in May of 2000, then published in longer form in David Ingram, ed.,
The

Political: Readings in Continental Philosophy, London: Basil Blackwell, 2002. | am grateful to
William Connolly and Wendy Brown for their very useful comments on earlier drafts.

[2] Raymond Williams, Keywords, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1976), 75-76.

[3] Theodor W. Adorno, “Cultural Criticism and Society” in Prisms, (Cambridge, MA.: MIT
Press, 1984), 30.

[4] Michel Foucault, “What is Critique?” in The Politics of Truth, eds. Sylvere Lotringer and
Lysa Hochroth, (New York: Semiotext(e), 1997), transcript by Monique Emery, revised by
Suzanne Delorme, et al., translated into English by Lysa Hochroth. This essay was originally
a lecture given at the French Society of Philosophy on 27 May 1978, subsequently published
in Bulletin de la Société francaise de la philosophie 84:2 (1990) 35-63; 21

[5] For an interesting account of this transition from critical theory to a theory of
communicative action, see Seyla Benhabib, Critique, Norm, and Utopia: A Study of the
Foundations of Critical Theory (New York: Columbia University Press, 1986), 1-13.

[6] Michel Foucault, The Use of Pleasure: The History of Sexuality, Volume Two (New York:
Pantheon Press, 1985).

[7] Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, Volume One (New York: Random House, 1978).
[8] Michel Foucault, “The Subject and Power” in Hubert L. Dreyfus and Paul Rabinow,

eds., Michel Foucault: Beyond Structuralism and Hermeneutics, (Chicago: University of
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Excitable Speech: A Politics of the Performative (New York: Routledge, 1997), 91.

[16] “On the Jewish Question,” The Marx-Engels Reader, 2e, ed. R. Tucker (New-York:
Norton, 1978), 35.
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